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Aims 

At The Hill Primary Academy we attach great importance to the Early Years Foundation 

Stage, believing that the early years in a child's life are vitally important. During the first 

five years, attitudes are shaped, first relationships formed, concepts developed and the 

foundations for later learning built. We believe that play, both indoors and outdoors, is the 

fundamental way in which young children learn. Play can be enjoyed and challenging. 

When playing, children behave in different ways. Sometimes they discuss what they are 

doing, and sometimes they will be quiet and reflective as they play. Through play, children 

will be developing skills across all the Prime and Specific areas of learning, working 

towards achieving the Early Learning Goals. Our aim is to support learning and 

development of each individual child providing a secure learning environment, which 

enables children to be: 

• Happy and confident 

• Curious and creative 

• Tolerant and patient 

• Compassionate and caring 

• Independent and inter-dependent 

• Respectful of themselves and others 

• Appreciative and appreciated 

 
To achieve this we aim to: 

• Provide a stable, caring and stimulating environment, which embraces all children 

and respects their race, gender, age, ability, culture, class and religion. 

• Develop and extend the language and communication skills of all our children 

• Value all children as individuals and appreciate their uniqueness 

• Value parents and carers as the child's first and vital educator 

• Have the highest expectations for ourselves and all our children 

• Value the wider community as a means of adding to the richness of our setting 

• Provide structured and planned experiences which promote a child's individual 

development. 

• Enable the child  to observe, explore, experiment, question and discover 

• Establish that learning is play based, exciting, absorbing, and where children make 

connections. 

 

To achieve these aims our objectives are: 

 To create an environment where children can develop at their own rate 

 To promote self awareness and a realisation of his/her own potential. 

 To develop through praising the child's self esteem 

 To develop and encourage children's use of language, so he/she can begin to 

report, recall, identify, classify, and discriminate. 

 To develop the child's fine and gross motor skills. 

 To encourage the child to develop relationships with other children and adults. 
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 To promote caring, sharing, and turn taking. 

 To provide experiences that will build on what children already know and can do. 

 To provide an early years curriculum that is planned and purposeful, with 

relevant and appropriate content that   matches the different   levels   of 

children's need. 

 To help children to develop concepts and skills through play and appropriate 

experiences. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage framework (EYFS). Every child deserves the 

very best possible start in life and support to fulfil their potential. A child's experience in 

the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy 

childhood is important in its own right and it provides the foundation for children to make 

the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents choose to use early 

years services they want to know that provision will keep their child safe and help them to 

thrive. The EYFS is the framework that provides this assurance. 

The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children achieve the five Every Child 

Matters outcomes of staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a 

positive contribution and achieving economic well-being by. 

• setting the standards for learning, development and care young children should 

experience when they are attending a setting outside of their family home, 

ensuring that every child makes progress and that no child gets left behind; 

• providing  for  equality  of  opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice and 

ensuring that every child is included and not disadvantaged because of ethnicity, 

culture or religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties or 

disabilities, gender or ability; 

• creating    a    framework   for    partnership   working   between   parents   and 

professionals and between all the settings the child attends; 

• improving quality and consistency in the early years sector through a universal 

set of standards which apply to all settings, ending the distinction between care 

and learning in the existing frameworks, and providing the basis for inspection 

and regulation; 

• laying secure foundations for future learning through learning and development 

that is planned around the individual needs and interests of the child and informed 

by the use of ongoing observational assessment. 

The EYFS principles which guide the work of all early years practitioners are 

grouped into four distinct but complementary themes: 

• A Unique Child 
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• Positive Relationships 

• Enabling Environments 

• Learning and Development. 

Our effective practice is built on these four guiding themes. They provide a context for the 

requirements and describe how we as practitioners should support the development, 

learning and care of young children. Each Principle is supported by four Commitments 

which describe how the Principle can be put into practice. 

The four Principles of the EYFS are: 

• Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable,  

confident and self-assured. 

• Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure 

relationships with parents and/or a key person. 

• The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children's 

development and learning. 

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all 

areas of Learning and Development are equally important and inter 

connected. 

The foundation stage develops children's minds and extends the learning begun by their 

family and carers. 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

The EYFS also includes the characteristics of effective teaching and learning. Teachers 

plan activities within the setting with these in mind. They highlight the importance of a 

child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play, explore and think critically about the world 

around them. 

The three characteristics are; 

 Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

 Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 

difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

  Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make 

links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

 

Teaching strategies 

We ensure there is a balance of adult led and child initiated activities across the day. 

Although much of the time is spent with children self-selecting tasks, the interaction 

between the adult and child is essential as the adult’s response to children builds 

understanding and therefore guides new learning. The adult’s role is to continually model, 

demonstrate and question what the child is doing. 

In some cases the adult will ask a child to come and complete a task or game with them; at 

other times they will participate in a child’s game, extending it where possible. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage is made up of seven areas of Learning and 

Development, three prime areas and four specific areas: 

                 

               Prime Areas 

Personal, social and emotional development  

Communication and language 

Physical development  

Specific Areas 

Literacy 

Mathematics 

Understanding the World 

Expressive Arts and Design 

All areas of Learning and Development are underpinned by the principles of the EYFS. 

None of these areas of Learning and Development are delivered in isolation. They are 

equally important and depend on each other to support a rounded approach to child 

development. The six areas will be delivered through planned, purposeful play with a 

balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities and experiences. A child's learning will not 

be divided up into areas but into experiences that will provide opportunities to develop a 

number of competencies, skills and concepts across several of the areas of learning. 

The early learning goals form the expectations that most children are expected to reach by 
the end of the foundation stage - some children will pass the goals whilst others will be 
working towards them and a group of children may exceed them.  

The seven areas of Learning and Development together make up the skills, knowledge and 

experiences appropriate for babies and children as they grow, learn and develop. All 

children are different so the age ranges have overlapped in the EYFS to create broad 

developmental phases. Each child's progress is individual to them and they develop at 

different rates. 

There are six broad developmental phases: 

• Birth - 11 months 

• 8-20 months 

• 16-26 months 

• 22-36 months 

• 30-50 months 

• 40-60+ months 

The Learning and Development sections are split into four columns that represent the 

ongoing cycle of thinking about development and assessing the children's progress. These 

are: 
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• Development Matters, identifying the developing knowledge, skills and 

understanding and attitudes that children need if they are to achieve the early 

learning goals by the end of the EYFS 

• Look, listen and note, using effective ongoing observation to monitor, plan and 

assess the child's learning and development 

• Effective Practice, using information to ensure and provide the most effective 

practice to support and allow the child to reach their potential. Activities and 

ideas to use to support and extend the child's learning and development. 

• Planning and resourcing, for all children including those with additional needs. 

It involves all the EYs team and is ongoing and flexible. 

Prime Areas 

Personal. Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

Personal, social and emotional development is made up of the following aspects: Making 

relationships, Self confidence and Self Awareness and Managing Feelings and Behaviour.  

Children are encouraged to show appropriate self-respect and establish effective 

relationships with other adults and children. Children work both independently and co-

operatively. They are encouraged to develop an understanding of what is right and wrong 

and are stimulated to show a range of feelings such as wonder, joy and sorrow. 

Communication and Language  (CL) 

Communication, Language and Literacy is made up of the following aspects; Listening 

and Attention, Understanding and Speaking 

Children's experience of language is widened as they are helped to acquire competence in 

English and heritage languages. They are helped to become competent in speaking 

and listening, extending their vocabulary and experience of stories, poems and rhymes. 

They learn to use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences.  

Physical Development (PD) 

Physical Development is made up of two aspects: Movement and Handling and Health and 

Self-Care. Activities in this area focus on children developing physical control, coordination, 

manipulation, movement and awareness of space in indoor and outdoor environments. It 

includes development of fine motor skills in relation to a variety of tools including writing 

equipment.  They include establishing positive attitudes towards a healthy and active way of 

life. 

Specific Areas 

 

Literacy (L) 

Literacy is made up of two aspects: Reading and Writing.  Through 'Letters and Sounds' the 



  

CURRENT             APPROVED – SEPTEMBER 2015 

        REVIEW – SEPTEMBER 2017  

                                                                                     PERSON RESPONSIBLE – EYFS Leader 

 
 

children develop their ability to distinguish between sounds and link sounds and letters to 

blend and read words. Various activities are provided in order to help develop writing and 

literacy skills, including a Big Write session every week. 

Mathematics (M) 

Mathematics is made up of two aspects: Numbers and Shape, Space and Measures. 

Children are provided with activities that build the foundation for numeracy and begin to 

understand and develop simple mathematical concepts. Mathematics is built into and found 

everywhere. 

Understanding the World (UtheW) 

Understanding the World is made up of three aspects: People and Communities, The World 

and Technology.  Children develop knowledge and understanding of their environment, 

other people and features of the natural and made world which help them make sense of 

the world they live in. Their learning is supported through opportunities and experiences of 

using a range of tools safely, working with a range of materials and encountering people, 

plants, animals, plants and objects in their natural environment and in real life practical 

situations. The children will be encouraged to be aware of all forms of information 

technology. Computers and other forms of information technology are available at all times 

to raise awareness, encourage skills and support learning.  

Expressive Arts and Design (ExA&D) 

Expressive Arts and Design is made up of two aspects: Exploring and Using Media and 

Materials and Being Imaginative.  In this area children are stimulated to develop their 

curiosity, imagination and their ability to communicate and to express ideas and feelings in 

creative ways. The children are encouraged to respond to their senses, share their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of art, music and movement, dance, 

imaginative and role play activities, mathematics and design and technology. 
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Planning 

• Long term plans on a two yearly cycle 

• Medium term plans developed each half term 

• Team meetings held regularly to agree short term plans 

• Daily feedback to discuss next steps and further learning to support interests and needs 

Assessment 

Nursery 

• Each child has a learning journey book in which staff log observations, 

photographs, samples of work as a record of their progress 

• The children's progress is tracked half termly 

• Any SEN information is kept by the SENCo 

 

Reception 

• Each child has a learning journey book, which continues from Nursery,  in which staff log 

observations,  photographs, samples of work as a record of their progress.  

• Reception Baseline assessments are carried out on entry to reception (during the first 

few weeks) and updated half termly on the current tracking system. Entry data is sent to 

the Department for Education and baseline provider and exit data (end of Foundation 

stage- reception) data are sent to the authority. 

• End of Year Report is compiled and sent out during summer term 2 with achievements 

      against the Early Learning Goals. 

 

 
Safeguarding 
In accordance with our Safeguarding policy at  The Hill Primary Academy the EY team are 
clear on the restrictions when using ICT to photograph or record children and staff use 
Ipads for observations purposes within the setting on a regular basis. These images are 
used for observation purposes and school use only.   

 

 Staff must only use school camera equipment to take photographs and videos of the 
children.  These will then be stored centrally on the schools secure server. 

 Mobile phone use – Use of a mobile phone will not be permitted in the setting E-
safety Policy. 

 IPads – used to record observations and as above, will be stored centrally on the 
schools secure server.  

 The school’s e-learning observation formats (2buildaprofile) are only accessible to 
staff who have a login and password. 
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Liaison with other agencies 
We have very established links with other agencies and pride ourselves on these 

links.  We actively liaise with: 

• Speech and language therapists 

• School Nurse 

• Social workers 

• Family workers 

• The Children's Centre 

 

 

Health & safety 

To ensure the children are safe 

• They will be supervised by staff at all times following LEA guidelines 

• Staff will discourage and intervene in unsafe play 

• Staff will familiarise themselves with procedures in the event of a fire 

• Staff will be conscious of security, ensuring doors and the outdoor gate is 

locked and secure when children are present 

• Staff will ensure children are collected by known adults 

• Staff will encourage personal hygiene 

• Staff will ensure all areas of the unit inside and out are clean and free of hazards  

      (outdoor play area checked each morning for any items) 

• Staff will ensure all equipment and resources are clean and safe 

• All risk assessments are accurate and updated regularly. 


