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NB: Our SEND policy covers all our duties under the Education Act 1996, the SEND Regulation 
2014, the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and the Equality Act 2010. It incorporates our 
school’s policies with regard to: 

 

 Inclusion  Disability Equality  SEND 
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Inclusion 

Inclusion is a term used to describe the process of ensuring equality of learning opportunities for all children 
and young people. It is a process of identifying, understanding and breaking down barriers to participation and 
belonging. Inclusion is about the quality of their experience; how they are helped to learn, achieve and 
participate fully in the life of the school. 

 

Inclusion focuses particularly on those groups of children who have historically been marginalised or who have 
under-achieved. Inclusion does not mean that all learners necessarily learn the same way or together, but that 
practices are adapted to take account of all learners' individual needs. 

 

Rationale: 

At The Hill we are an educationally inclusive school, in which the teaching and learning, achievements, 
attitudes and well-being of every young person matter. We believe that educational inclusion is about equal 
opportunities for all learners, whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, attainment and background. 
We are committed to providing an appropriate and high quality education to each child. We believe that all 
children, including those identified as having special educational needs and/or a disability have a common 
entitlement to a broad and balanced academic and social curriculum, which is accessible to them, and to be 
fully included in all aspects of school life. 

 
We believe that all children should be equally valued in school. We strive to eliminate prejudice and 
discrimination, and to develop an environment where all children can flourish and feel safe. 

 
The Hill is committed to inclusion. We aim to engender a sense of community and belonging. This does not 
mean that we will treat all learners in the same way, but that we will respond to learners in ways which take 
account of their varied life experiences and needs. 

We recognise that pupils learn at different rates and that there are many factors affecting achievement, 
including ability, emotional state, age and maturity. For example, we are particularly aware of the needs of our 
Key Stage 1 pupils, for whom maturity is a crucial factor in terms of readiness to learn. We believe that many 
pupils, at some time in their school career, may experience difficulties which affect their learning, and we 
recognise that these may be long or short term. 

At The Hill Primary Academy we aim to identify these needs as they arise and provide teaching and learning 
contexts which will enable every child to achieve to his or her full potential. 

 

Community Cohesion: 

What is community cohesion? 

Community Cohesion means working towards a society in which there is a common vision and sense of 
belonging by all communities; a society in which the diversity of people’s backgrounds and circumstances is 
appreciated and valued; a society in which similar life opportunities are available to all; and a society in which 
strong and positive relationships exist and continue to be developed in the workplace, in schools and in the 
wider community. 
 
The curriculum of our school prepares our pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life. We consider this part of our role, and already work in ways which promote community cohesion. As 
migration and economic change alter the shape of our increasingly diverse local communities, it is more 
important than ever that we play a full part in promoting community cohesion. Our school is itself a thriving, 
cohesive community, but it also has a vital part to play in building a more cohesive society. 

 
Every school is responsible for educating children and young people who will live and work in a country which 
is diverse in terms of culture, faith, ethnicity and social backgrounds. The staff and pupil populations of this 
school do not reflect this diversity and it is therefore all the more important that our pupils have the 
opportunities to learn with, from and about those from different backgrounds. 

Through our ethos and curriculum we promote a common sense of identity and support diversity, showing 
pupils how different communities can be united by common experiences and values. 
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Objectives 
 

1. To ensure equality of opportunity for each child to succeed at the highest level possible, removing barriers 
to access and participation in learning and wider activities and eliminating variations in outcomes for 
different groups. 

 
2. To seek to eliminate harassment, prejudice and discrimination against any child or person 

 
3. To prepare each child for life beyond The Hill Primary Academy, socially and academically, equipping our 

pupils to live and thrive alongside people from many different backgrounds. 
 
4. To recognise the needs and talents of each pupil, ensuring effective identification and assessment of 

children’s needs and to provide early intervention. 
 
5. To ensure the school complies with the following equality legislation and relevant Codes of Practice and 

that they are implemented effectively throughout school: 
 

The Education Act 1996 
The Education and Inspections Act 2006  
The Equality Act 2010  
Disability and Discrimination Act 1995  
The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 

 
6. To ensure all members of school community feel secure in the knowledge that harassment, prejudice and 

discrimination will not be tolerated 
 

7. To maintain a climate in school where pupils feel confident that they can confide in a member of staff and 
that the allegations will be taken seriously and fully investigated 

 
8. To have agreed procedures for all staff for the investigation and recording of suspected incidents of 

harassment, prejudice and discrimination which are consistent throughout the school 
 
9. To have strategies to help and support both the victim and the perpetrator and to equip children with life 

skills to live harmoniously in society 
 
10. To teach pupils to understand others, to promote common values and to value diversity, to promote 

awareness of human rights and of the responsibility to uphold and defend them, and to develop the skills 
of participation and responsible action. 

 
11. To provide a means for children, young people and their families to interact with people from different 

backgrounds and build positive relations, including links with different schools and communities locally, 
across the country and internationally. 

 

12. To provide an educational environment, enabling disabled pupils to take advantage of a full education and 
associated opportunities 
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HOW WE PROMOTE EQUALITY 

Only in an environment where issues of equality are addressed will pupils be able to fully 
benefit from the opportunities available at schools. 

Equality of Access to learning and the curriculum 

 Encourage all children to have high aspirations about their learning and potential achievement 

 Track and monitor the progress of each pupil, to identify needs as they arise and to provide support as 
early as possible. Pupils’ attainment and progress is also monitored by ethnic group, by gender, 
language, special educational need and disability and disadvantaged pupils 

 Promote an inclusive curriculum which   reflects   the   diverse   nature   of   our   society.   Curriculum 
planning takes account of the gender, ethnicity, background, religion, any disability or special 
educational need and the language needs of all pupils 

 Raise awareness, tolerance and understanding of others’ beliefs, cultures or lives through the 
curriculum, in particular through PSHE and RE to ensure that all are pupils perceived positively by all 
members of the school community, and that SEND and inclusive provision is positively valued and 
accessed by staff and parents/ carers. In PSHE we teach our children to recognise how hurtful it can 
be to be excluded from a group situation and to realise the nature and consequences of discrimination, 
prejudice or harassment and how to respond to it 

 Provide full access to the curriculum through differentiated planning by class teachers, SENDCo, and 
support staff as appropriate. Teaching methods and styles take account of the needs of pupils from 
different groups and encourage positive attitudes to both sexes, all races and disabilities. (Except 
where disapplication, arising from a Statement or EHC Plan occurs, we aim to offer the full curriculum 
to all our pupils. (Disapplication is very rare)) 

 Take active steps to ensure that resources in all areas of the curriculum are inclusive. It promotes a 
greater understanding of diversity and equality. There is an acknowledgement of the importance of 
challenging stereotyping and discrimination in all areas of the curriculum 

 The school is aware of the impact of language on children within the school. We work with the children 
to understand the impact of the words they use, and deal seriously with derogatory name calling 
related to special educational needs or a disability under our Anti-Bullying Policy 

 Staff work in such ways as to avoid the isolation of the children they are supporting, and to encourage 
peer tutoring and collaborative learning, encouraging children to support each other and appreciate 
each other’s achievements no matter what their starting point 

 Provide specific input, matched to individual needs, in addition to differentiated class room provision, 
for those pupils with particular individual needs and/or disabilities 

 

 Enable all children to move on from us well equipped in the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and social 
independence to meet the demands of secondary school life and learning 

 Monitor pupil attendance by groups and, where necessary, use the data to develop strategies to 
address poor attendance 

 Involve parents/carers at every stage in the plans to meet their child’s additional needs 

 Involve the children in planning and in any decision making that affects them 

 Staff are vigilant, particularly at break times. They are also approachable, aiming to convey the 
message that we will listen and help them where we can 

 All staff are involved in the implementation of action against all forms of prejudice, harassment and 
discrimination. 
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Equality of Access to the Environment 

 The Hill Primary Academy is a single site school. Entrance to the building is through the main reception 
area or designated entrances from the playground. 

 There is currently one wheel-chair accessible toilet for children or adults near the main entrance area.  

 We have made sure that there are good lighting and safety arrangements for all visually impaired 
pupils. Our classrooms have been designed to provide good acoustic conditions so that the effects of 
hearing difficulties are minimised 

 Children requiring equipment due to any impairment are assessed by an occupational therapist in order 
to gain the support that they require. 

 

 

Equality of Access to Information 

 We adapt printed materials so that children with literacy difficulties can access them, or ensure access 
by pairing children/peer support/extra adult support 

 
 We provide alternatives to paper and pencil recording where appropriate, or provide access through 

peer/extra adult scribing. 

 

Disability equality and trips or out of school activities 

 We aim to make all trips inclusive by planning in advance and using accessible places
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Our SEND provision 
 

Definition of a Child with Special Educational Needs and / or a Disability 

A child has a special educational need or a disability if he/she has a learning difficulty or a disability, which 
calls for a special educational provision to be made for him or her. 
A child has a learning difficulty if he/she has: 

 greater difficulty in learning than the majority of the children of the same age or 

 a disability which hinders him/her from making use of the educational facilities provided for children of 
the same age. 

 

Introduction 
The Hill Primary Academy provides a broad and balanced curriculum for all children. The National Curriculum 
is our starting point for planning that meets the specific needs of individuals and groups of children. When 
planning, teachers set suitable learning challenges and respond to children’s diverse learning needs. A 
minority of children have particular learning and assessment requirements that could create barriers to 
learning. 

 
These requirements are likely to arise as a consequence of a child having special educational needs or a 
disability. Teachers take account of these requirements and make provision, where necessary, to support 
individuals or groups of children and thus enable them to participate effectively in curriculum and assessment 
activities. 

 
Each child’s needs may change over time. This policy ensures that curriculum planning and assessment for 
children with special educational needs and/or a disability and takes account of the type and extent of the 
difficulty experienced by the child at any given time. 

 

Educational inclusion 
 
Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children: 

 have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations; 

 require different strategies for learning; 

 acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates; 

 need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences. 
 

Teachers respond to children’s needs by: 

 monitoring the progress of pupils in the 4 broad areas specified in the SEND code of practice - 
communication and interaction, cognition and learning, behaviour, social emotional and mental 
health difficulties and sensory and/or a physical disability, identifying needs as they arise and 
to provide support as early as possible; 

 planning to develop children’s understanding through the use of all available senses and 
experiences; 

 planning for children’s full participation in learning, and in physical and practical activities; 

 helping children to manage their behaviour and to take part in learning effectively and safely; 

 helping individuals to manage their emotions, particularly trauma or stress, and to take part in 
learning. 

 
In line with the SEND code of practice our school follows a graduated response to a child’s special educational 
needs. 

 

In our school the class teacher: 

 is responsible for quality first teaching in line with wave 1 of the graduated response, to provide 
support for all pupils in the class through quality first teaching; 

 maintains and updates the SEND tracking files for their cohort, with advice and support from the 
SENDCo; 

 is responsible for initial identification of a pupil’s special needs through observation of classroom 
practice and ongoing assessment; 

 must inform the SENDCo of their concern and decide, with the SENDCo, if the school needs to 
help the pupil through the introduction of a specific intervention; 

 must provide the SENDCo with all the information in order to assist them in devising an 
effective plan; 



8  

 must inform the parents of the decision to involve the SENDCo and to implement further action; 

 organises the timetable, class groupings and all available resources so that the pupil receives all 
possible support to reach the targets; 

 shares the targets with the pupil (at an appropriate level) to help the pupil become aware of what 
s/he needs to achieve. 

 

In our school the Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCo): 

 manages the day-to-day operation of this policy; 

 co-ordinates the provision for and manages the responses to children’s special needs and 
disabilities; 

 supports and advises colleagues regarding the need to intervene on a pupil’s behalf through the 
graduated response and waves of support implementation and review; 

 manages the school based assessment, ensuring appropriate feedback is given to teachers and 
parents; 

 monitors and evaluates the special educational needs and disability provision and keeps 
appropriate records and documentation, supported by teaching assistants; 

 contributes to and manages the records of all children with special educational needs and 
disabilities; 

 manages and maintains a range of resources, human and material, to enable appropriate provision 
to be made; 

 discusses with the head teacher the range of interventions/additional provision available and the 
management/implementation of teaching assistants and support; 

 acts as a link with external agencies and other support agencies; 

 acts as a link with parents if required; 

 arranges and attends pupil’s annual review meetings; 

 completes the documentation required by the LA and other outside agencies; 

 prepares for and attends half termly group consultation meetings with an educational psychologist 
and autism team; 

 reports on the provision of special needs to the governing body. 

 

The role of the governing body 
 
The governing body does its best to secure the necessary provision for any pupil identified as having special 
educational needs and disabilities. The governors ensure that all teachers are aware of the importance of 
providing for these children. 

 

The governing body has decided that children with special educational needs and disabilities will be admitted 
to the school in line with the school’s agreed admissions policy. 

 

Allocation of resources 
 
The SENDCo is responsible for the operational management of the specified and agreed resourcing for 
special needs provision within the school, including the provision for children with statements of special 
educational needs and disabilities or Education Health Care Plans. 

 
The Principal informs the governing body of how the funding allocated to support special educational 
needs has been deployed. 

 
The Principal and the SENDCo meet termly to agree on how to use funds directly related to statements or 
Education Health Care Plans. 
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Our SEN Support Criteria 
 

School Support (Individual Support Plan necessary) 
The triggers for placing or deciding to implement a School Support Plan could be the teacher's or others' 
concern, underpinned by evidence, about a child who despite receiving differentiated learning 
opportunities: 

 Makes little or no progress even when teaching approaches are targeted particularly in a child's 
identified area of weakness, despite appropriate interventions at group and individual level 

 Shows signs of difficulty in developing literacy or numeracy skills which result in poor attainment 

 Presents persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not improved by the behaviour 
management techniques usually employed in the school; 

 Has sensory or physical problems, and continues to make little or no progress despite the provision of 
specialist equipment. 

 Has communication and/or interaction difficulties, and continues to make little or no progress despite the 
provision of a differentiated curriculum. 

In addition:- 

 A consensus of opinion, (based on discussion between the SENDCo, teaching staff, parents/carers and, 
where appropriate, the pupil) that the pupil is working well below age-related expectations in their area of 
need. 

 It is necessary to enlist pupil-specific external advice 

Pupils Starting School for the First Time : 

Where a child entering Reception presents an obvious cause for concern, it may be necessary to place 
her/him on an SEN focus support plan immediately, whilst observing the child closely and gathering as much 
information as possible. Subsequently, it may be possible to remove the child from the SEN support plan or a 
graduated approach to meeting the child's needs may be required, as for any other pupil. 

Where a child is already known to specialist services, information should be available to guide the school in 
making appropriate arrangements to meet that child's needs. The continued involvement of a service would 
mean that the child would be placed on an SEN support plan 

 

Evidence:  
 
Evidence of approaches used is essential as it guides next steps actions for each child. It should be 
available for review by:- 

 
 the SENDCo; 
 any support agencies from whom pupil-specific intervention is to be sought 
 ultimately as evidence towards the need for an EHC Plan 

For some children there will be additional evidence relating to specified difficulties such as:- 

 School records from subject areas requiring a specific skill; e.g. technology, art, PE, writing - where fine 
motor co-ordination is required. 

 Documented evidence of behavioural and/or emotional difficulties, showing lack of improvement, or 
deterioration despite appropriate interventions. 
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Assessment 
 
Early identification is vital. The class teacher informs the parents at the earliest opportunity to alert them to 
concerns and enlist their active help and participation. The school uses a graduated response that 
encompasses an array of strategies to meet the child’s special educational needs: 

 

Quality First Teaching: the class teacher identifies children who are not making the expected progress and 
consults with the SENDCo; 

 

Early intervention – small group teaching: the class teacher identifies children who may benefit from an 
intensive, structured programme of work. Children may also be provided with additional resources, either 
human or technical to support their learning. 

 

If adequate progress has not been made following this intervention, the class teacher will liaise with the 
SENDCo to agree appropriate provision in school. Parents will be invited into school by the class teacher 
to discuss the action being taken and how they can support their child at home. The class teacher and the 
SENDCo assess and monitor the child’s progress in line with existing school practices. 

 

If the pupil still fails to make adequate progress the SENDCo will seek parental consent and then contact the 
school’s Educational Psychologist (through half termly consultancy meetings) or the Inclusion Development 
Officer or others e.g. school nurse, to seek advice. This advice will be recorded on an individual pupil profile 
record. 

 

At the group consultation meetings, pupils are discussed (with prior parental consent) and an action plan 
formulated. The class teacher must then implement the action plan and then feedback its impact at the next 
meeting. It may be that if the school cannot adequately meet the child’s needs then further action is 
considered. 

 

Access to the curriculum 
 
All children have an entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum, which is differentiated to enable children 
to: 

 understand the relevance and purpose of learning activities; 

 experience levels of understanding and rates of progress that bring feelings of success and 
achievement. 

 
Teachers use a range of strategies to meet children’s special educational needs. Lessons have clear learning 
objectives; we differentiate work appropriately, and we use assessment to inform the next stage of learning. 

 
By breaking down the existing levels of attainment into finely graded steps and targets, we ensure that children 
experience success. 

 
We support children in a manner that acknowledges their entitlement to share the same learning experiences 
that their peers enjoy. Wherever possible, we do not withdraw children from the classroom situation. The 
school sees this as a way of preventing the children feeling ‘different’ in a negative sense, and helps in 
building self-esteem.  This is supported in our mission statement: 

 

‘We wish this school to be a learning community where members can achieve their full potential, and 
feel valued within a caring and happy environment.’ 

 
There are times though when, to maximise learning, we ask the children to work in small groups, or in a  
one- to-one situation outside the classroom. 

 
Our school is committed to the professional development of staff (both teachers and teaching assistants) with 
regard to their knowledge and understanding of SEND programmes and support for children with specific 
needs, 
e.g. dyslexia, autism etc. 
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Partnership with parents 
 
When we identify any special need in a child, the school keeps parents fully informed and involved. We take 
account of the wishes, feelings and knowledge of parents at all stages. We encourage parents to make an 
active contribution to their child’s education. 

 
We have regular meetings each term to share the progress of special needs children with their parents. We 
inform the parents of any outside intervention, and we share the process of decision-making by providing clear 
information relating to the education of children with special educational needs. 

 
Transfer arrangements 

Foundation staff will meet with staff from local pre-schools prior to pupils starting school. Concerns about 
particular needs will be brought to the attention of the SENDCo after this meeting. Where necessary the 
SENDCo will arrange a further meeting. 

Our SENDCo meets the SENDCo from the high school during the summer term to make effective transition 
arrangements for pupils as necessary for their individual needs. 

 
Monitoring 

 

 Analyse our own data on pupil progress to: 

o Ensure individual needs are being met and take further action where necessary 

o Highlight any differences between pupils from different groups 
o Decide what further action will be necessary to meet particular needs and to improve the 

performance of pupils from different groups. 
o Take action to make improvements. 

 

 Every year, we analyse the data we have on the percentage of our pupils with very low attainment at the 
end of their key stage, compared to the percentage in similar schools. We use this analysis to set new 
targets for the year ahead and at the same time to help us plan our provision map. 

 

 Through coordinator meetings with the SEND governor, the SENDCo keeps the governing body updated 
as to the numbers of pupils receiving special educational provision and the number of pupils with 
Statements or Education Health Care Plans as well as any pupils for whom a Statutory Assessment has 
been requested. The SENDCo also reports on any whole school developments in relation to inclusion and 
any current concerns, at the same time, and will ensure that governors are kept up to date with any 
legislative or local policy changes. 

 

 The SEN Governor leads governor monitoring of the SEN policy through sampling, observations and 
other procedures agreed annually. 

 

 Use responses from pupil and parent questionnaires to monitor the impact of our work on Inclusion 

 

 The monitoring system used by the school enables the school to report the relevant details where 
applicable to the Local Authority each term e.g. prejudice-related bullying incidents. 

 
Whole school monitoring and evaluation procedures will include sampling of work and observations. Outcomes 
pertinent to SEN provision and planning will be taken forward by the whole staff and used to build upon 
successful practice. 

 
Evaluating the success of the Policy 

 

Success Criteria may include: 

 A reduction in the percentage of children with very low attainment, 

 An increase in the percentage of children recorded as having special educational needs attaining age-

related expectations at the end of KS1 and at the end of KS2, 

 

Dealing with complaints 

 Any complaints will be managed according to the school’s Complaints Policy.  

 This is available, on request, from the school office. 
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Please read this policy in conjunction with the Astrea Inclusion Policy found below: 
 
https://astreaacademytrust.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/07/EEF_guidance_to_evaluators_on_cost_evaluation.pdf 
 

https://astreaacademytrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/EEF_guidance_to_evaluators_on_cost_evaluation.pdf
https://astreaacademytrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/EEF_guidance_to_evaluators_on_cost_evaluation.pdf

